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This international one-day symposium examines the role the university campus plays in 

higher education and the local community. The university campus has become a focus of 

research interest in the UK and beyond. Changes in higher education, the student body and 

student experience, the increased digitalization of society along with the challenges of post-

COVID engagement have begun to prompt a reimagining of both the physical form of the 

campus and its civic role across the UK and the world. 

 

The symposium, organised by the Brunel University’s Human Geography: Space, Place and 

Society Research Group, focuses on three themes: 

1. The relationship between the campus and the local community 

2. Supporting belonging: campus and sense of place 

3. The changing role of campus in a transforming society 

 

In particular, the symposium aims to expand intellectual curiosity and share research and 

suggestions around the role of university campuses as sites for critical, creative, and 

equitable higher education and civic institutions.  
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ABSTRACTS 
 

The changing role of campus in a transforming society 

 

Professor Clare Melhuish (Urban Lab, UCL): 

Since the Brunel University campus was designed in the late ‘60s, to fulfil the vision of free 

mass higher education ushered in by the Robbins Report, prevailing concepts of what a 

university is and should be in modern society have changed significantly. In the 21st century 

we have witnessed a new boom in construction of buildings for higher education that reflects 

this shift, shaped by the marketisation of university courses, cuts in public funding, and the 

so-called triple helix model of university operation. This talk will touch on aspects of university 
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