
 

 

YŜȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ  

wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ aŀƭŀǿƛ’ǎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŀǎƘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘΥ 

• tƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ όǊŜύǘŀǊƎŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ  

• wǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ōǳȅ-ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŀǎƘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŎƭŀǊƛǘȅ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎƘ ƘŀƴŘƻǳǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ  

• /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǊǳǊŀƭ ǎŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƳπ
ǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƛŘƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭƛǎŜŘ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ 

Thiǎ Ǉƻlicȅ bǊiefΣ nǳmbeǊ eighǘ in a ǎeǊieǎ ƻf eighǘΣ eȄamineǎ ǘhe imǇacǘǎ ƻf ǎƻcial caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊǎ ƻn hƻǳǎehƻld and 
cƻmmǳniǘȅ Ǌelaǝƻnǎ in MalaǿiΦ Iǘ demƻnǎǘǊaǘeǎ ǘhaǘ aǎǇecǘǎ ƻf ǘhe cǳǊǊenǘ deǎign ƻf ǘhe Sƻcial Caǎh TǊanǎfeǊ PǊƻπ



 

tƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ όǊŜύǘŀǊƎŜǝƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǊǳǊŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ  

Hƻǳǎehƻldǎ in ǎƻǳǘheǊn Malaǿi aǊe ǘȅǇicallȅ ǎmallΣ bǳǘ maǘǊiπ
lineallȅ Ǌelaǘed kin Ǌeǎide in ǾeǊȅ clƻǎe ǇǊƻȄimiǘȅΦ Thǳǎ a 
hƻǳǎehƻld ǘhaǘ aǇǇeaǊǎ ǘƻ cƻmǇǊiǎe a gǊandmƻǘheǊ and 
gǊandchildǊen ǿiǘh nƻ incƻme and minimal aǎǎeǘǎ maȅ be 
lƻcaǘed ǿiǘhin a feǿ meǘeǊǎ ƻf ǘhe gǊandmƻǘheǊ’ǎ ǿƻǊking 
aged daǳghǘeǊǎ and ǘheiǊ hǳǎbandǎτǿhƻ mighǘ haǾe ǿaged 
emǇlƻȅmenǘΦ MƻǊeƻǾeǊ όand ǇaǊǘlȅ dǳe ǘƻ ǘhe ǎmall ǎiȊe ƻf 
mƻǎǘ hƻǳǎehƻldǎύΣ ǘhe cƻmǇƻǎiǝƻn ƻf hƻǳǎehƻldǎ iǎ eȄǘǊemeπ
lȅ dȅnamicΦ SiȊe and membeǊǎhiǇ ƻf hƻǳǎehƻldǎ ǾaǊȅ ǊaǇidlȅ 
in ǊeǎǇƻnǎe ǘƻ biǊǘhǎΣ deaǘhǎΣ maǊǊiage and migǊaǝƻnΦ The 
ǊeǎeaǊch ǿaǎ ǳndeǊǘaken laǊgelȅ in ƻne Ǿillage in ǿhich ǘhe 
ǘeam had ǇǊeǾiƻǳǎlȅ cƻndǳcǘed inǘenǎiǾe ǊeǎeaǊch in нллт-уΦ 
Hƻǳǎehƻldǎ had changed cƻnǎideǊablȅ ƻǾeǊ ǘhe inǘeǊǾening 
decadeΣ and eǾen ƻǾeǊ ǘhe ǘǿƻ ȅeaǊ daǘa cƻllecǝƻn ǇeǊiƻd fƻǊ 
ǘhe cǳǊǊenǘ ǇǊƻjecǘ όBƻȄ мύΦ Hƻǳǎehƻldǎ meǊge and ǎǇliǘ in 
ǊeǎǇƻnǎe ǘƻ eǾenǘǎ ǎǳch aǎ ǘhe cƻllaǇǎe ƻf hƻǳǎeǎΣ ǿhich iǎ 
cƻmmƻn in Ǌainȅ ǿeaǘheǊΦ SiȊe and cƻmǇƻǎiǝƻn maȅ alǎƻ be 
alǘeǊed in ǊeǎǇƻnǎe ǘƻ ǘhe aǾailabiliǘȅ ƻf caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊǎΦ ChildǊen and ȅƻǳng ǇeƻǇle aǊe ǎƻmeǝmeǎ mƻǾed beǘǿeen 
hƻǳǎehƻldǎ ǘƻ caǇǘǳǊe ǇaȅmenǘǎΣ ǿhich mighǘ eȄǇlain ǿhȅ mƻǊe aǊe liǾing ǿiǘh gǊandǇaǊenǘǎ ǘhan in нллтΦ Sƻme 
childǊen aǊe eǾen ǎhaǊed acǊƻǎǎ mƻǊe ǘhan ƻne hƻǳǎehƻldΣ indicaǝng ǘhaǘ ǘheȅ haǾe becƻme a Ǿalǳed cƻmmƻdiǘȅ 
dǳe ǘƻ ǘhe adǾenǘ ƻf caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊǎΦ The facǘ ǘhaǘ hƻǳǎehƻld membeǊǎhiǇΣ cƻmǇƻǎiǝƻn and deǇendencȅ Ǌaǝƻǎ aǊe 
nƻǘ ǎǘaǝc needǎ ǘƻ be a keȅ cƻnǎideǊaǝƻn in aǇǇǊƻacheǎ ǘƻ Ǌe-



 
wǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ōǳȅ-ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ŀǎƘ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ 

Manȅ ƻf ǘhe ǇeƻǇle ǿe inǘeǊǾieǿed 
in ǊǳǊal cƻmmǳniǝeǎΣ bƻǘh benefiπ
ciaǊieǎ and nƻn-beneficiaǊieǎΣ haǾe 
limiǘed ǳndeǊǎǘanding ƻf ǘhe ƻbjecπ
ǝǾeǎ and fǳncǝƻning ƻf ǘhe ǎƻcial 
caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊ ǇǊƻgǊammeΦ Theȅ lack 
cleaǊ knƻǿledge abƻǳǘ hƻǿ and ǿhȅ 
ǇaǊǝcǳlaǊ hƻǳǎehƻldǎ aǊe ǎelecǘed ǘƻ 
ǊeceiǾe ǘhe ǇaȅmenǘǎΤ ǿhaǘ ǘhe caǎh iǎ 
fƻǊΤ ƻǊ hƻǿ ǘhe ǇǊƻgǊamme ƻǇeǊaǘeǎΦ Becaǳǎe ǘhe ǘǊanǎfeǊǎ aǊe ǳndeǊπ
ǎǘƻƻd aǎ a Ǌandƻm and ǳneȄǇlained giftǎΣ ǊaǘheǊ ǘhan an enǝǘlemenǘΣ Ǌeπ
ciǇienǘǎ aǊe Ǌelǳcǘanǘ ǘƻ cǊiǝciǎe ǘhe ǇǊƻgǊamme ƻǊ ǘƻ challenge ƻǇeǊaǝƻnπ
al deficiencieǎ ǎǳch aǎ 
delaȅed ǇaȅmenǘǎΦ Theȅ 
Ǿieǿ ǘhemǎelǾeǎ aǎ haǾπ
ing “gƻǘ lǳckȅ” bǳǘ haǾe 
liǧle cƻnfidence ǘhaǘ 
Ǉaȅmenǘǎ ǿill cƻnǝnǳe 
in ǘhe fǳǘǳǊeΦ The caǎh 

ǘǊanǎfeǊ iǎ nƻǘ a ǊegǳlaǊ and ǇǊedicǘable ǇaǊǘ ƻf ǊǳǊal life bǳǘ Ǌeπ
mainǎ Ǿieǿed aǎ a ǘemǇƻǊaǊȅ ǇǊƻgǊamme ƻǾeǊ ǿhich ǇeƻǇle 
haǾe nƻ ƻǿneǊǎhiǇΦ FǳǊǘheǊmƻǊeΣ ǘhƻǎe ǘƻ ǿhƻm cƻmǇlainǘǎ 
ǎhƻǳld be diǊecǘed aǊe ǇaǊǘ ƻf ǘhe ǎame cƻmmǳniǘȅ ǘhaǘ beneficiaǊieǎ belƻng ǘƻΣ ǎƻ ǇeƻǇle aǊe afǊaid ǘƻ Ǌaiǎe iǎǎǳeǎ 
fƻǊ feaǊ ǘheȅ mighǘ be ǊemƻǾed fǊƻm ǘhe ǊeciǇienǘ liǎǘΦ 

The ǎƻcial caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊ ǿaǎ alǎƻ ǳndeǊǎǘƻƻd in ǘhe cƻmmǳniǘȅ ǘƻ be a ǇǊƻπ
gǊamme ǘaǊgeǝng indiǾidǳalǎ ǊaǘheǊ ǘhan hƻǳǎehƻldǎΦ The keȅ cǊiǘeǊiƻn ǿaǎ 
geneǊallȅ aǎǎǳmed ǘƻ be ǘhaǘ ǘhe indiǾidǳalǎ ǿeǊe eldeǊlȅΦ TheǊe ǿaǎ a ǿideπ

ǎǇǊead ǎenǎe όaǎ alǎƻ in ƻǳǊ ǊeǎeaǊch in Leǎƻǘhƻύ ǘhaǘ eldeǊlȅ ǇeƻǇle ǿeǊe deπ
ǎeǊǾing ƻf gǊanǘǎ becaǳǎe ǘheȅ cannƻǘ be eȄǇecǘed ǘƻ ǿƻǊk fƻǊ ǘhemǎelǾeǎΦ 

HƻǿeǾeǊΣ iǘ ǿaǎ alǎƻ ǎǳggeǎǘed ǘhaǘ eldeǊlȅ ǇeƻǇle aǊe nƻǘ all eǉǳallȅ needȅΦ 
Sƻme eldeǊlȅ ǇeƻǇle haǾe adǳlǘ childǊen liǾing ǿiǘh ǘhem ƻǊ neaǊbȅ ǿhƻ haǾe 

gƻƻd liǾelihƻƻdǎ and aǊe able ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘheiǊ ǇaǊenǘǎΣ ǿhile ƻǘheǊǎ haǾe nƻ ƻne ǘƻ aǎǎiǎǘ ǘhemΦ  

InǘeǊeǎǝnglȅΣ ǿhile ǘhe caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊ ǿaǎ ǳndeǊǎǘƻƻd ǘƻ be an indiǾidǳal ǇǊƻǇeǊǘȅΣ iǘ ǿaǎ alǎƻ ǳndeǊǎǘƻƻd ǘƻ be 
heǊiǘableΦ Of ǘhe eighǘ beneficiaǊȅ hƻǳǎehƻldǎ in ǘhe caǎe ǎǘǳdȅ ǾillageΣ ǎeǾen had had eldeǊlȅ Ǌeǎidenǘǎ aǘ ǘhe ǝme 
ǘhe ǘaǊgeǝng ǘƻƻk ǇlaceΣ and iǘ ǿaǎ ǘhe eldeǊlȅ ǇeƻǇle ǿhƻ ǿeǊe ǘhe fiǊǎǘ named beneficiaǊieǎ ƻn ǘhe ǊegiǎǘǊaǝƻn 
caǊdǎΦ ThǊee ƻf ǘheǎe eldeǊlȅ ǇeƻǇle had ǎince diedΣ and ǘhe ǘǊanǎfeǊǎ had ǎǳbǎeǉǳenǘlȅ been “inheǊiǘed”. In ǎƻme 
caǎeǎ ǘheǊe ǿaǎ cƻnflicǘ amƻng kin cƻnceǊning ǿhƻ ǎhƻǳld 
inheǊiǘΦ One ǿƻman ǿhƻ had been liǾing ǿiǘh heǊ elπ
deǊlȅ mƻǘheǊ ǿaǎ eǾenǘǳallȅ ǇeǊǎǳaded ǘƻ ǎhaǊe ǘhe 
inheǊiǘed ǘǊanǎfeǊ ǿiǘh heǊ ǘǿƻ ǎiǎǘeǊǎ ǿhƻ liǾed in ƻǘhπ
eǊ hƻǳǎehƻldǎΦ In ƻne caǎe ǘhe ǘǊanǎfeǊ ǿaǎ beπ
ǉǳeaǘhed ǘƻ a мп-ȅeaǊ-ƻld gǊanddaǳghǘeǊ ǿhƻ had 
been ǎǘaȅing ǿiǘh heǊ gǊandmƻǘheǊ bǳǘ ǎǳbǎeǉǳenǘlȅ 
mƻǾed back inǘƻ heǊ ǇaǊenǘǎ’ hƻme fƻllƻǿing heǊ 
gǊandmƻǘheǊ’ǎ deaǘhΣ ǘaking ǘhe ǘǊanǎfeǊ ǿiǘh heǊΦ 

Iǘ iǎ nƻǘ ǎǳǊǇǊiǎingΣ ǘhenΣ ǘhaǘ ǘhe diǎǘǊibǳǝƻn ƻf caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊǎ iǎ ǳndeǊǎǘƻƻd bȅ ǊeciǇienǘǎ and nƻn-ǊeciǇienǘǎ alike 
ǘƻ be ǊaǘheǊ aǊbiǘǊaǊȅ and ǳnfaiǊΦ  

“…we don’t work anywhere to receive the 
money, but it’s the programme of the gov-
ernment to give us money. So it’s a gift and 

we cannot make any quarrels because of 
that money” όMan ǿhƻǎe ǿife’ǎ daǳghǘeǊ 

inheǊiǘed caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊ fǊƻm heǊ laǘe gǊandπ
mƻǘheǊύ 

“At the time they were picking 
beneficiaries they were picking 
old people” όGǊanddaǳghǘeǊ ƻf 

caǎh ǘǊanǎfeǊ ǊeciǇienǘύ  

“There are also some grandparents that are able to 
fend for themselves and they have well-to-do children 
who help them. When these grandparents receive the 

social cash transfer, some people complain” όNƻn-
ǊeciǇienǘ ǿƻmenύ 

“All we hear is that there is an 
organisation that is coming to 
help people like the elderly, the 

pooľ




